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Widen the Choice

Widen the
Choice

Strategic Influence
Assisting partners embed the 
principles of sustainable travel 

in their work, including their 
adoption of Green Access 

Audits.

Effecting change 
Working with transport providers 

to ensure a ‘joined-up’ travel 
network is in place for people to 

use.

Publicity and 
Promotion

Delivering information to people, 
which is informative, easy to use 

and easy to find. 



Do we have a 
right to travel?

“…Slinn invokes 
the 'silent majority' 
in defending the 
right to travel in a 
carbon-constrained 
age...” 

Local Transport Today, 488, 21/2/08.



Do we have a 
right to travel?

“…people have a 
right to choose 
which form of 
transport they 
want to use...” 

Association of British Drivers: 
http://www.abd.org.uk/fuel_tax.htm.



Do we have a 
right to travel?

“Everyone has the 
right to travel where 
they wish, when 
they want to and by 
whatever means 
they choose.”

Peter Roberts, Drivers’ Alliance: 
http://www.contracthireandleasing.com.



Do we have a 
right to travel?

By whatever
means?



An historical 
perspective

Good roads and 
cheap travel; 
Freedom of 
movement ; 
Both modern 
phenomena.



An historical 
perspective

When people 
wanted, needed 
or had to move, 
they did.  But it 
wasn’t easy.



The Middle 
Ages

Slow transport:
Walking.
Horse-back & cart.
Poor roads.



The Middle 
Ages

Restrictions on 
travel:

Fear of travellers.
Attack.
Restrictions on 
outsiders.
Vagabondage.



The Middle 
Ages

Even pilgrimage 
was mostly local:

Within a few day’s 
walk.
Permission needed.
You might not come 
back!



The Modern 
Era

Massive expansion 
of travel 
opportunities:

Trains.
Planes.
Automobiles.
… and bicycles!



Impacts of 
travel #1

Environment



Impacts of 
travel #2

Health



Impacts of 
travel #3

Danger



Impacts of 
travel #4

Landscape



Impacts of 
travel #5

Deprivation



Impacts of 
travel #6

Disease



Impacts of 
travel #7

Loss of diversity 
and local 
distinctiveness



Impacts of 
travel #8

Social 
vulnerability



Human rights?

Freedom to travel
can be selective.
Freedom of 
movement as a 
human right…



Human rights

Freedom of 
movement is 
personal – not by 
whatever means.



Human rights

Access not 
mobility.
No 
discrimination.
Quality of life.
Obligations.



Rights not 
achieved – e.g.

Rural access 
deprivation.
Suppression of 
freedoms by traffic, 
pollution and danger.
No ‘Right to Roam’.
Countryside closure in 
FMD fiasco.



Price

Pricing to effect 
change is seen as 
‘social engineering’.
But, what is natural 
about market 
prices?
Ecological Tax 
Reform.



Travel to broaden 
the mind

Travel and 
meaning.
Grockel, visitor, 
or pilgrim?
Different values 
to the journey.



Obligations

Rights come with 
responsibilities, 
e.g.:

Highway Code.
Country Code.



Decoupling 
experience from 
mass-travel

Think beyond 
congestion:

Reduce travel per se.
Price travel through 
fuel (a good proxy 
for carbon), not 
congestive effect.



Decoupling 
experience from 
mass-travel

Question speed 
and time-savings:

More speed = more 
travel.
High speed 
undermines local 
access.



Decoupling 
experience from 
mass-travel

Can needs be met 
closer to home?

Can long-distance 
journeys be made 
special again?



Policies

Ecological Tax 
Reform

Fuel tax.
Car ownership tax.
Carbon credits?
Support for green 
transport.
Removal of employment 
taxes.



Policies

Deceleration
Reform of appraisal.
No expansion of roads, 
air and high-speed rail.
Prioritising green modes.
Planning for traffic 
degeneration.
Speed limit reductions.
Reform traffic policing.



Policies

Planning for 
relocalisation

Sense of place.
Good urban & rural 
design.
Ensuring attractive foot 
& cycle access.
Prioritising the local 
economy.



Thank You for Listening

Chris Wood
Widen the Choice

Rural Transport Partnership
& 
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